
 In nearly a year since the introduction 
of the English curriculum to DIL schools, 
the results have been overwhelmingly 
positive. From the beginning, the 
teachers have worked diligently to learn 
the strategies outlined in the new 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŀ 
variety of new resources into their 
classroom routines. We have been 
fortunate to see the improvements not 
only in the children, but also in the 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ 
the span of less than a year. 

 For many teachers, even in the US, 
introduction of new curricula is often 
not well received because it requires a 
change in the way they have taught a 
specific subject. Not only has this not 
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 The Janwary Goth School is 
located in a remote village of 
Khairpur.  It is a poor area where 
very few of the people are 
educated.  Last year, the school 
was facing several major issues: 
student enrollment was low, 
students were late to class and 
their cleanliness did not meet 
school standards.   Many of the 
teachers were worried that if the 
conditions did not improve,  the 
school would be shut down for 
failing to meet the standards set 
ōȅ 5L[Φ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
decided to take matters into 
their own hands.   
 CŀǊȊŀƴŀ {ƛŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ 
teacher along with the other three 
teachers gathered mothers for a 
meeting to discuss the problems 
plaguing the school.  They wanted to get 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ōǳȅ-in on making the 
necessary changes to keep the school 
open.  What they discovered, however, 
led them in a different direction. 
 When they asked the mothers to sign 

in for the meeting, they realized that 
none of the mothers could write.  The 
mothers shared how embarrassing it 
was to use thumbprints because they 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ  
Seizing the opportunity, Sial offered to 
teach the mothers how to sign their 
namesτ with the condition that they 
made sure that their daughters came to 

relearning lessons they had previously 
learned incorrectly. We look forward 
with confidence to continue developing 
new educational programs for our 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 5L[Ωǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
have the motivation and desire to be 
the best teachers possible. 

been the case with our teachers.  
We have been given detailed 
feedback and suggestions from the 
teachers throughout the year for 
how to make the program betterτ
an indication of how closely they 
are following the program and 
committed to its success. The 
monthly assessments submitted by 
each project have shown steady 
improvements for all schools and 
has allowed us to monitor and 
support the teachers throughout this 
transition. 

 The teachers are incredibly eager to 
improve their own skills and understand 
that to be effective they, too, must 
master every topic, even if that means 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
άŀƴŘΣ L ŀƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
that punctuality is no longer an 
ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ  However, 
{ƛŀƭ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ άǿŜ 
then offered adult literacy 
classes twice a week for one 
hour after school to the 
mothers on the condition that 
they send their girls to school 
neat and clean and properly 
ŦŜŘΦέ   
 The mothers attend class 
regularly and complete all  
their work assignments.  Not 
only are they learning rapidly 
but are now making sure that 

their daughters get enough time to 
ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
achieved a lot through this endeavor 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŜΦέ  {ƛŀƭΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
educate every member of the village.   
Sial and the teachers of Janwary Goth 
ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 5L[Ωǎ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƻŦ 
educating children and empowering 
communities. 

Ms. Sial instructs a mother in writing English 

Trainers instruct teachers in new curriculum 

Teachers Embrace DILõs  New Curriculum 



 When Nagina Bibi was married, she 
only had a fourth-grade education.  
Unable to read or write, she was 
dependent upon others to read a letter 
and was unable to sign documents. 
Realizing the importance of an 
education, she made her husband 
promise her that their children would 
attend school and complete their 
education. 

 Her husband kept his promiseτ all 
four of their children, two girls and two 
boys, attended school.  However, they 
had to travel a long distance from their 
village in Chatro to get to school and  
even further to attend college. 

 Nagina Bibi is dedicated to not only 
the education of her own children, but 
also to educating the children in her 
village.  After she realized that the 
distance to the nearest school kept 
many of children in the village from 

attending school, she made it her 
mission to solve that problem.   She 
realized the community needed a school 
in the village for local children. 

 Then an opportunity came along when 
Nagina Bibi was introduced to DIL at a 

community meeting.  DIL was looking 
for community partnerships to establish 
a school in the area.  Nagina Bibi 
immediately offered her land for the 
school building. 

 Today, the foundation for the new 
school building has been laid and  
construction is well underway.  When it 
is completed, the school will educate 
students from Kindergarten to Fifth 
Grade.  In the meantime, 48 children 
have already enrolled and are attending 
Kindergarten and First Grade classes at 
bŀƎƛƴŀ .ƛōƛΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ    

 bŀƎƛƴŀ .ƛōƛΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ 
educated girls in the village, has been 
named Head Teacher of the new school. 

 bŀƎƛƴŀ .ƛōƛΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
and her partnership with DIL has 
ensured that the children of Chatro will 
have access to a local school in the 
community for generations to come. 

Top Student Inspires Others to Educate Girls  
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Nagina Bibi stands near the land she 
donated for the community school 

A Dream Realized in Chatro  

ǇŀǊŀƭȅȊŜŘΣ 5ƛƭǎƘŀŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
decided that she would have to drop 
out of school to help care for her family.    

 Highly motivated, Dilshad had planned 
on finishing high school and attending 
college.  She set out to convince her 
family to let her stay in school.  Dilshad 
ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ 5L[Ωǎ .ŜȅƻƴŘ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
Program.  This program  assists 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5L[Ωǎ Lw/ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
to succeed at government high school 
by providing funds for registration fees, 
exam fees, books, notebooks, and 
transportation costs.  The program also 
provides students with tutors to 
supplement the government education 
so students will have a greater 
opportunity to succeed. 

 Dilshad promised her family that she 
would assist her sisters with the 
housework after coming home from 
school.  After a long discussion, her 
parents  agreed and let her continue her 
education and she was accepted at the  
Government Girls High School in 
Sobhodero. 

 Dilshad now wakes up early in the 
morning and prepares breakfast for her 

 Dilshad first caught our attention 
when she topped her 10th grade class in 
the annual examination.    When we 
heard her entire story, though, we were 
inspired by her determination and 
perseverance.  

 Dilshad was the ninth of ten children 
born to a poor Memon family in Razal 
Memon in the district of Khaipur, Sindh.   
She attended DIL IRC Model School until 
the 8th grade. 

 Although she was an outstanding 
student and wanted to continue her 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƪŜǇǘ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
doing so.    After her mother was 

family before getting ready for school. 
When she returns home, Dilshad once 
again assist with the housework.  After 
she completes her homework, Dilshad 
helps her family financially by earning 
money with her sewing and embroidery 
skills.  And through it all, Dilshad has 
excelled in her education.  Through her 
hard work and assistance from DIL, 
5ƛƭǎƘŀŘ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ƛƴŘƘ .ƻŀǊŘ  
Matriculation Exam. 

 Dilshad knows that she has been given 
an extraordinary opportunity and she 
wants to give back in return.  Dilshad 
plans on becoming a doctor and serving 
her community.  Dilshad is also 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 
community.  She understands that 
education is the path to these rights so 
she takes time to motivate other 
families to educate their daughters. 

 With her positive attitude and desire 
to learn, the future is bright for Dilshad. 
In fact, her family is so inspired by 
5ƛƭǎƘŀŘΩǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
send her younger sister to school.   
Dilshad is confident that in future, no 
member of her family will be illiterate. 



awareness. 
 The YOUR DIL online store 
was launched in June and 
can be found at 
www.cafepress.com/yourdil. 
 Volunteers have designed 
two t-shirts which are being 
sold and all of the profits will 
go directly to YOUR DIL. 
 This year, the YOUR DIL 
chapters look forward to 
continuing to support the 
projects in Orangi and 
Mansehra and are raising 
funds to support a new 
school which is currently 
under construction in Chatro. 
 For more information 
about YOUR DIL events and 
to volunteer, please visit 
www.yourdil.org. 

YOUR DIL Raises Funds and Awareness  

YOUR DIL New York Chapter members  

 Y o u t h  O u t r e a c h ,        
Developments in Literacy 
(YOUR DIL), welcomed 2008 
with the success of last year 
behind them.  Between the 
six chapters, YOUR DIL raised 
over $70,000 to support the 
YOUR DIL Nation School in 
Orangi and the YOUR DIL 
School in Mansehra. 
 This year began with great 
momentum. The Los Angeles 
and San Francisco chapters 
hosted their first galas. In Los 
Angeles, Nadia Khan 
presented her designs during 
a fashion show at the Beverly 
Hilton. In San Francisco, the 
chapter celebrated a Cherry 
Blossom Festival at the Hotel 
Kabuki and honored three 

 With the usual fanfare and 
pizzazz, DIL Houston held it's 
6th annual fundraiser on May 
3rd, 2008 at the Westchase 
Marriott. 
 The evening began with a 
lively social hour where 
guests enjoyed delectable 
appetizers and bid on 
paintings, artifacts and 
jewelry pieces in the silent 
auction. 
 The program included a 
dinner during which guests 
learned about DIL's work in 
Pakistan and updates on the 
various school projects.  The 
guests were moved by the 
10-Year Anniversary video, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ 5L[Ωǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
and development during its 
first ten years. 
 Among the special guests 
were renowned author Bapsi 
Sidhwa, Consul General Aqil 
Nadeem (Consulate of 
P a k i s t a n ,  H o u s t o n ) ,  
Congressman Al Green and 

Councilman MJ Khan. 
Congressman Green delivered 
an inspirational speech, 
commending DIL for its work 
in educating children in 
Pakistan. 
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entrepreneurs who are 
working to create programs 
and products to help fight 
illiteracy. Chapters in New 

York, Boston and DC all held 
their first events bringing 
together old and new patrons 
and raising money and 

Guests socialize amidst Pakistani art and artifacts at the Houston Westchase Marriott 

the vibrant colors of all four 
provinces of Pakistan. 
 The DIL Houston Gala 
raised over $140,000 for 
5L[Ωǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
in  Pakistan.   

DIL Houston Gala Raises over $140,000  

 The program concluded 
with a live auction followed 
by a medley of regional 
dances from around 
the world, including a 
Pakistani dance representing 


